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Course Description

The course provides an introduction to cultural studies by way of an interdisciplinary investigation into some “common sense” understandings of everyday life. In discussions of a range of creative and critical materials that open up such topics as word, thing, sight, sound, space, time, body, and mind, we will unpack the tricky nature/culture relationship, and examine to what extent that which seems to be “natural” might prove to be “cultural.” 

Course Format

	Weekly lecture, 
	Monday
	5:00 pm–6:50 pm


	Weekly seminar (various times) 
	Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday
	1 hour


Required readings
Unless specified otherwise, the weekly readings are to be found in the Fall 2016 CSPI coursepack for CUST 1500H, available in the bookstore. Students are expected to do the weekly readings before the lecture. 

Required films

We will be studying three films in class. Please note that Memento is actually 3 minutes longer than the official class time, so we will need to start it promptly at 5 pm.

September 18th, The Wild Child (Francois Truffaut, France, 1970), 83 minutes
November 6th: Memento (Christopher Nolan, USA, 2000), 113 minutes 

November 20th: eXistenZ (David Cronenberg, Canada/UK/France, 1999), 97 minutes

Learning Outcomes
By the end of the course a successful student should: 

1. improve reading, writing, oral presentation, and analytical skills through an ongoing engagement with a broad and interdisciplinary range of creative, analytical, descriptive, and theoretical materials;

2. gain an introductory grasp of some fundamental cultural-theoretical concepts and keywords;

3. understand that lived culture is not a stable object of study with fixed meanings, but rather a complex set of experiences, rituals, signs, events, and institutions, whose meanings we constantly negotiate.

Course Evaluation
	
	Weighting
	Due Date

	Academic Integrity module (see note below)
	Required, 0%
	October 6th 

	Essay (1000 words)
	30%
	October 13th 

	Assignment
	40%
	November 24th 

	Quiz (one hour, in last class)
	10%
	December 4th 

	Participation
	20%
	


Essay

You are asked to write a short essay which addresses readings and themes from the first half of the course. Topics will be posted on Blackboard and discussed in class 2 weeks before the deadline. Short assignments of this kind are often more difficult than longer or more leisurely papers, so you will need to think carefully about your strategy. However, there will be several suggestions about how to proceed.

Quiz

At the end of the course, there is a short quiz, which will test for your ongoing attention to the course materials. As long as you keep up with the course, you will have no problem. More details will be available 2 weeks beforehand.

Participation

You are expected to come to both lecture and seminar every week. For the seminar, you are expected to have attended the lecture, done the readings, and made some discussion notes for yourself.  Depending on the wishes of your seminar leader, you may be asked to initiate discussion, give a short presentation, prepare a presentation with others, submit weekly reading responses, or participate in an online discussion.

Assignment

You will be asked to complete an assignment that engages the materials of the “Time and Space” section of the course as well as the larger themes of the course. This will not be a formal essay. Details will be determined after the reading week, and then discussed in both lecture and seminar well in advance of the deadline. There will be at least two choices.

LearningSystem/Blackboard
The course will be making use of the BlackBoard system for the following: (1) links to required and recommended readings that are not available in the coursepack; (2) some questions to help guide your weekly reading; (3) some of the quotations, references, and images used in lectures, though NOT full lecture notes; (4) course announcements, and (5) the submission of the written work. 
Course communication/email

Please note that all email communication about the course between students and instructors should be conducted over official Trent email. This means that you should check your Trent email regularly, OR that, if you regularly use another email, you should please forward your Trent email to that one.  

University Policies

Academic Integrity:

Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offence and carries penalties varying from failure on an assignment to expulsion from the University.  Definitions, penalties, and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent University’s Academic Integrity Policy. You have a responsibility to educate yourself – unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse. You are strongly encouraged to visit Trent’s Academic Integrity website to learn more: www.trentu.ca/academicintegrity. 
Access to Instruction:
It is Trent University's intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and documentation from a regulated health care practitioner and feels that he/she may need accommodations to succeed in a course, the student should contact the Student Accessibility Services Office (SAS) at the respective campus as soon as possible.  
Week-by-week schedule: lecture topics and required readings

Sept. 11th 
Introduction: cultural studies, modern culture, and common sense

Sept. 18th 
Words and Things

Showing of Wild Child



Reading: Ferdinand de Saussure, excerpt, Course in General Linguistics
Sight and Sound
Sept. 25th 
Is seeing believing?

Reading: John Berger, 1st chapter, Ways of Seeing and

Ferdinand de Saussure, see above
Oct. 2nd
In the realm of the senses: sight

Reading: Oliver Sacks, “To See and Not See” and 

“The Man Who Mistook His Wife For A Hat”

Academic Integrity module must be completed by end of week on Friday, October 6th
Oct. 9th 
THANKSGIVING on Monday, no lecture or seminars this week, BUT:

Essay due via Blackboard at end of this week (Friday, October 13th)
Oct. 16th 
In the realm of the senses: sound

Reading: Carol Padden and Tom Humphries, “Learning to be Deaf”
READING WEEK
Oct. 30th 
The sound of music



Guest lecturer:  Michael Morse




Readings: TBA (Blackboard links)
Time and Space
Nov. 6th
Showing of Memento; time and memory

Reading, Marcel Proust, excerpt, In Search of Lost Time
Nov. 13th 
Time, space, and place

Reading: E.E. Evans-Pritchard, “Time and Space”;

Marc Augé, “Prologue” Non-Places; and

George Eliot, short excerpt, opening, Mill on the Floss
Mind and Body

Nov. 20th 
Showing of eXistenZ 

Assignment due via Blackboard at end of this week (Friday 24th November)

Nov. 27th 
Memory, identity, and the body

Reading: Franz Kafka, “The Metamorphosis”

Dec. 4th
Wrap up; QUIZ 
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